M I S S I ON STATEMENT
To always uphold the integrity
of the legal profession;
To always observe the guiding principle of
performance with excellence and integrity;
To provide full legal expertise.

PROFILE OF CENTRAL CHAMBERS

C

entral Chambers was established in 2002 by a small number of legal practitioners uniﬁed by
a belief in furthering the tradition of a noble profession and building an institution around it.
That belief was perpetuated with each joining legal practitioner bringing on board wide ranging
expertise and experience. The Statutory Boards, government agencies, corporations and organisations of
different sizes and proﬁles provided the foundation upon which Central Chambers was built. Their legal
issues, problems and challenges were the building blocks over the years. With each Court session, each
contract created and each corporate legal solution formulated, the guiding principle of performance with
excellence and integrity became sacrosanct. Whether it be legal expertise to multinational companies,
government agencies, families or individuals, that guiding principle must always be paramount.
At Central Chambers, legal expertise has over the years been dispensed with the degree of professional
integrity expected of the Legal Profession Act in Singapore and together with the qualities widely
associated with the profession. The more than thirty personnel comprising Lawyers, Legal Managers and
support staff are constantly reminded of that guiding principle to deliver legal expertise with excellence
and integrity.
With time, there had been changes that came with growth. The globalization of economies saw Central
Chambers successfully regionalizing legal expertise. Foreign alliances have been established with foreign
law practices to facilitate our clients’ venture into new business terrain. With the challenges confronting
the global economy, the companies and organisations that entrust their business here, enjoy one-stop
legal expertise, enabling them to focus on their business.
The founding philosophy of Central Chambers as originally charted by the founding practitioners had
been full legal expertise. This has been upheld and the different areas of the law and practice that have
spawned with time are set out in the pages that follow in this proﬁle.

T H E A R E A S O F P R AC T I C E

LITIGATION
Litigation at Central Chambers undertaken at all levels of the Singapore Court structure comprises all
aspects of civil and criminal litigation. The litigation practitioners thrive on the daily cut and thrust
of Court work. Alternative dispute resolution in the manner of arbitration and mediation are also
related areas of litigation practice that the practitioners specialise in. The lawyers given their vast Court
experience, are appointed as instructed counsel for trials by other law practices that do not engage in
litigation work.

CORPORATE PRACTICE
The Corporate Practice of Central Chambers supports the public and private sectors. The Corporate
practitioners represent Statutory Boards, government agencies, local and foreign companies and
including various types of organisations. They advise on diverse areas of corporate ventures and
arrangements. Similarly, they advise major Statutory Boards and government agencies in their
commercial arrangements and contracts and proceed to represent them in negotiations and drafting
complex documentation when these agencies become stakeholders in projects. Quite frequently, these
lawyers get involved in the legal aspects of setting up investment funds and the legal aspects of funds
management for government agencies. Over the years, they develop a keen familiarity with public sector
investment culture and generally, risk appetite.

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT SERVICES
It will be obvious by now that Central Chambers has an established working relationship with the public
sector for years already. The various areas of support are predominantly in-house advisory, structuring of
legal documentation and drafting to the various Statutory Boards and government agencies. Occasions do
call for statutory interpretation and legal opinions on legislation and amendment of Acts of Parliament.
Where potential litigation is anticipated written legal opinions are rendered while constantly bearing in
mind, the public sector’s approach towards avoiding litigation. There is within Central Chambers and
it’s legal practitioners, an overall awareness of the prevailing and general culture in the public sector.

FOREIGN ALLIANCES
As the world orientates towards a closer environment for international business, Central Chambers have
kept to the global outlook. Companies have beneﬁted in setting up business presence in Singapore with
us whilst at the same time, conducting their businesses internationally. A network of associated foreign
law practices provide support in China, Korea, India and other parts of Southeast Asia.
Our involvement in Consulegis, an international alliance of global law practices provide our clients with
the foreign law expertise they require.

T H E A R E A S O F P R AC T I C E

REAL ESTATE
Property Practice has always been a daily activity Central Chambers. Major developers work with the
conveyancing practitioners who are in the panel of the Central Provident Fund Board and the major
banking institutions in Singapore. Retail conveyancing in sale and purchase of property is carried
out on large scales. The practitioners similarly advise on issues of en bloc, real estate related matters
like ﬁnancing and Management Corporation issues. In the case of national construction projects, the
practitioners have advised government agencies and acted in land alienation issues.

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
The commercial world rallies increasingly to bolster and better secure copyright, trademarks, and
patents in the face of business challenges and threats. Central Chambers has enabled companies and
organisations to protect their intellectual property rights and thereafter, proceed to commercially exploit
these assets and resources through licensing and sub-licensing arrangements. Our practitioners have
advised and managed for Government agencies, the different aspects of intellectual property protection.
The practitioners have also advised government agencies on indirect but relevant issues of naming rights,
image rights and similar aspects of protection. The practitioners have also advised government agencies
on indirect but relevant issues of naming rights, image rights and similar aspects of protection.

INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND TRANSPORT
Ship owners and related establishments in the shipping industry have worked with Central Chambers
in both non-contentious and contentious matters. Advice and representation are similarly provided
in contentious matters of international trade disputes in other jurisdictions through a network of law
alliances as well. The practice of arbitration in this area is also carried out by the lawyers in the shipping
Practice.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Information Technology is an irreversible fact of life and the commercial world revolves around it.
Advising, negotiating and structuring contracts relevant to Information Technology and their protection
are areas that follow from the expertise of the Corporate Practice. Accordingly, commercial exploitation
by licensing and related arrangements are structured for companies and organisations in the information
technology industry.

T H E A R E A S O F P R AC T I C E

FAMILY LAW
The lawyers practising matrimonial law also specialise in the connected areas of probate and inheritance
law thereby, providing family law expertise at all levels.

CORPORATE SECRETARIAL
As a natural extension of the Corporate Practice, all aspects of corporate secretarial practice are
undertaken to manage the lives and fortunes of companies. These cover the initial stages of registration
of business, companies, branches and representative ofﬁces. Thereafter, on-going corporate secretarial
services often become a regular feature for the hundreds of companies that choose to stay on with
Central Chambers. These include maintaining statutory books and records, preparing resolutions, ﬁling
returns with the relevant authorities, and generally assisting these companies with corporate statutory
compliances.

IMMIGRATION MATTERS
Assistance with immigration requirements are routinely given in applications for the various immigration
passes issued by the Singapore Immigration Authorities. These services are also an extension of the
Corporate Practice especially for foreign companies and organisations that maintain their association
with Central Chambers. Similarly, planning applications for permanent residency in Singapore under
the various schemes offered by the Singapore Government is undertaken on behalf of suitably qualiﬁed
individuals.

PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP (PPP)
PPP is a method of ﬁnancing government projects involving both the public and private sectors being
considered and assessed by the Ministry Of Finance. It is an import of foreign experiences with a method
of project ﬁnance used in other jurisdictions. Central Chambers is involved in advising a Statutory Board
on the largest PPP arrangement in Singapore, the Singapore Sports Hub Project.

T H E A R E A S O F P R AC T I C E

LAW RELATING TO SPORTS
Central Chambers proudly remains as one of the very few legal practices truly involved in the law relating
to sports. Presently, our lawyers are retained to act for a major Statutory Board charged with sports
promotion in Singapore. We were appointed by a major Statutory Board to advise on the Sports Hub
Project, an iconic and landmark sports development project that will shape the landscape of Singapore
Sports for years to come. The lawyers similarly advised on the legal issues associated with the inaugural
F1 Singapore Grand Prix in 2007/2008 and the Changi Motorsports Hub.

INSOLVENCY
The practitioners at Central Chambers are involved in all aspects of insolvency practice and debt
restructuring. With the trying global economy expected to be in constant focus, managing the challenges
of business and sometimes unavoidable commercial and legal implications are areas where relevant
expertise is needed.

RETAINERS
Legal services on retainer arrangements for both the public and private sectors have been routinely
undertaken by Central Chambers. Such bespoke retainer arrangements have worked well for organisations
requiring immediate legal expertise and advice through a dedicated solicitor system. Where necessary,
project legal teams are regularly established to advise on government and national projects. Retainer
arrangements inevitably build familiarity with the organisation’s business and legal needs to facilitate
provision of effective legal expertise.

EDUCATION & SEMINARS
Central Chambers advocates life-long learning. In-house legal training to staff members of the public
and private sectors are conducted in the areas of:•
•
•
•
•

Essential contract matters and ways to avoid pitfalls in correspondence and negotiations;
Landlord and tenancy issues;
Management Corporation issues;
Basic law of tort for organisations dealing with the public
Other areas where some knowledge of law should be useful

Law Publishers Sweet & Maxwell approached Central Chambers in 2006 to author “Model Commercial
Contracts and Letters”. This work is intended primarily for personnel in the Multinational Corporations
(MNCs) and the Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs). It is presently in its 3rd print and sold in
Singapore and Malaysia. The lawyers similarly contribute to industry journals and newsletters on
various areas of the law.

R E S OU R C E C E N T R E

A

n independent Resource Panel enables the lawyers to tap into an independent network
comprising professionals and experts in their own ﬁelds of expertise such as building, surveying,
construction, shipping, medical, personal injuries and information technology.

These experts lend their invaluable dimension of knowledge and expertise to support litigation in unique
situations that may confront the Courts.
The Electronic Filing System enables the ﬁling of documents online to the High Court and Subordinate
Courts. We are also linked to government bodies like the Singapore Land Registry, The Accounting &
Corporate Regulatory Authority (ACRA) and the Intellectual Property Ofﬁce in Singapore.

O U R F I NA L WO R D S . . .

Central Chambers is proud to uphold the legal profession and
what it stands for. This proﬁle acknowledges the public and
private sectors that have forged an excellent
working relationship with us through the years.
The individual proﬁle of our lawyers and legal support staff
appear in the ﬁle pocket.

THE GROUP

OUR DEPARTMENTS

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Central Chambers
Consulegis Group of Global Law Alliances
Sim Teck & Associates
Messrs Yeoh Mazlina & Partners of Malaysia are our
associated practice in Malaysia
Justicius Law Corporation (Tax Law)
Chris Koh & Chew – Kuala Lumpur (Malaysia)
Loke, King Goh & Partners – Sarawak (Malaysia)
Vaish Associates Advocates – India
The Legal Partners Limited – London (U.K.)

OUR FOREIGN LAW ADVISORS
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mag. Hubertus Weben – Innsbruck (Austria)
Morvilliers Sentenac Avocats – Toulouse (France)
Junge, Schüngeler, Wendland Rechtsanwälte
Partnerschaft – Cologne (Germany)
Brödermann & Jahn Rechtsanwaltsgesellschaft
mbH – Hamburg (Germany)
Seelig & Fein LLP – New York (USA)
Ermini AG – Zürich (Switzerland)

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Civil & Criminal Litigation
Corporate & Commercial
Government Support Services
International Business
Transactions
Corporate Secretarial
Debt Recovery
Dispute Resolution & Arbitration
Family & Matrimonial
Information Technology
Intellectual Property
Landlord & Tenant
Management Corporation
Personal Injury Litigation
Real Estate
International Trade & Transport
Public Private Partnership
Law relating to Sports
Tax Law
Retainers
Education & Seminars

